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Essentials Course


Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own.

	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Lisa McLauglin

	School District
	Austin isd

	School Name
	Zavala Elementary

	School City, State
	Austin, Texas

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Am I important?

	Unit Summary

	This unit will help students explore their importance in their community.  They will learn about what a community is and the different types of communities that we belong to.  They will also learn about how they help their communities and how they can become a better part of their community.

	Subject Area

	Social Studies

	Grade Level  

	1st grade

	Approximate Time Needed 

	1 month

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	The student can distinguish among past, present, and future.

The student will compare the similarities and differences among the lives and activities of historical figures who have influenced the community, state, and nation.

Identify contributions of historical figures such as Sam Houston and Abraham Lincoln who have influenced the community, state, and nation.

The student understands the concept of location.

The student understands how to use the basic tools of geography.

The student understands how to construct and interpret maps and other graphics.

The student understands how humans rely on natural resources.

The student understands the purpose of rules and laws.

The student understands the role, selection, and responsibilities of authority figures.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	Am I important?

	
	Unit Questions
	Who am I?, What are my communities?, How can I help my community?

	
	Content Questions
	What is a map?, What are the different parts of the worlds that I belong to?, What is a community?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

T-chart

KWL chart

Pre-assessment presentation

Discussion

Journals

Discussions

Individual Writing

Homework assignment to gather information

Research on the internet or with the family

Learning about maps

Me on the map project

Final work product

Portfolio

Final Reflection

Finish KWL chart



	Assessment Summary

	Discussion:  Students discuss what makes a person important. The teacher uses the information from this discussion to guide students.

Journals:  Students write in journals about what we are learning.  The teacher uses this information to plan mini-lessons during the reading and writing stages of the project.

	Unit Details

	Instructional Procedures

	Students will learn more about themselves, about their family name, about their community, about their world.  Then students will learn how they can help their communities.  Students will gain an understanding of how important they are and can be.

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	Make modifications as dictated in the student’s IEP

Have the student work with more able buddies

Have the student work with parent volunteers or teacher’s aides

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	Encourage support from first language speakers who are more proficient in English

Provide extra time for completing the assignments

Have parent volunteers or teacher’s aides provide assistance

Offer teacher-created templates and graphic organizers for the student to fill in

Use visuals, manipulative learning tools, and illustrated text

	
	Gifted Student
	Encourage broad and deep research

Have the student do additional research on family history, name, committees, recycling, or important people in our history.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Supplies: books on communities, recycling, important historical figures who have helped their communities.




Technology – Hardware

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       
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